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WEST COAST DEMERSAL FINFISH MANAGEMENT 

Notice of Motion 
Hon Jon Ford gave notice that at the next sitting of the house he would move — 

(1) That this house condemns the Minister for Fisheries on his ineffective management of the at-
risk west coast demersal finfish and urges the government to immediately implement as a 
precautionary action the following measures pending further consultations with recreational 
fishers — 

(a) the daily bag limit for category 1 fish to be reduced from seven to four fish; 

(b) the daily bag limit for pink snapper to be reduced from four to two fish; 

(c) the size limits for pink snapper to be increased from 41 centimetres to 45 centimetres 
in October 2008 — 

That is past but I will give a quick explanation — 

and then from 45 centimetres to 50 centimetres in 2010 for the metropolitan and south 
west zones only (Lancelin to Augusta); 

(d) a boat limit of two daily bag limits of category 1 fish to be introduced; where five or 
more fishers are on board a recreational or charter boat, an additional two category 1 
fish per person (over and above the boat limit) will be allowed for the fifth and 
additional fishers; 

(e) a seasonal restriction that prohibits the take, landing and possession of the vulnerable 
five species: dhufish, pink snapper, baldchin groper, breaksea cod and red snapper; 

(f) a daily bag limit of one category 1 fish to apply to spear fishing on compressed air; 

(g) the use of power-assisted fishing reels to be prohibited (with exemptions for disabled 
fishers); 

(h) discussions with fishing clubs to be initiated to discourage public fishing competitions 
from targeting high-risk species; 

(i) the finfish possession limit to be reduced at the Abrolhos Islands fish and fish habitat 
protection area to 10 kilograms of fillets (or pieces of fish) or one day’s bag limit of 
whole fish; the possession limit will remain in place for at least two years while a 
review to assess the option of managing the Abrolhos Islands as a “no take away” 
area is undertaken; 

(j) a voluntary log book program to be established for category 1 demersal fish, (ocean-
bottom dwelling fish), including the vulnerable five species, to provide additional 
catch and effort information; 

(k) a recreational trust fund to be established to enable the recreational sector to have 
meaningful input into determining expenditure priorities; and 

(l) further research to be undertaken to investigate the appropriateness of introducing 
large-scale fish reserves or closed areas to provide protection for large numbers of 
fish or over an area which is particularly important to spawning. 

(2) That this house urges the government to commit to sufficient and ongoing funding to ensure 
that adequate research is available to guide future governments in the most effective way to 
protect our significant marine environment for future generations.  

 


